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Introduction 


Varanasi also known as Banaras and Kashi is a North Indian city on the river bank of Ganges in Uttar Pradesh. The 
handicrafts of Uttar Pradesh has earned a reputation for themselves over the centuries. Most of the renowned 
Indian writers were resided in the Varanasi. The delicate and intricate work on the sarees, carpet, wooden works 
are unmatched. Varanasi is one among the hub of the stone craft in India. 


Soapstone is a metamorphic rock that is composed primarily of talc, with varying amounts of chlorite, micas, am- 
phiboles, carbonates and other minerals. Because it is composed primarily of talc it is usually very soft. Soapstone 
is typically gray, bluish, green, or brown in color. Soapstone has been used in India for centuries as a medium for 
carving. Since soapstone is impenetrable it will not stain easily. The oldest identified soapstone crafts were made 
by artisans of china. From its beginnings in China, the art of working with soapstone spread throughout the 
world. Experts believe that the artwork made of soapstone has survived throughout centuries. Soapstone beads 
are hand-carved by skilled artisans, then drilled top to bottom for stringing. Soapstone is a soft, easily carved 
material that comes in a variety of mixed natural colors. 


Artisan Shedhal Lal who is involved in the beads making says that he is working in soapstone bead making since 
1975.In the beginning he started his work in Kujwa and after that he was working under Kejriwal in Choti Gaibi 
in Varanasi and now after saving some money, he started his own small scale industry where he work on making 
of beads and other stone carving items. The people involved in beads making facing lots of problem due to lack 
of raw materials and increase in price and beads are made with the use of machines, erratic power supply has 
affected the production of beads. They get most of the orders from the Banaras beads factory. Artisan says that 
china product has affected the Indian handicrafts market. 


The beautiful vision of Ranipur, Varanasi. 
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The working arena of craftsperson. 
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The overview of Stone beads machine. 
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Hand-carved beads Following are the tools and raw materials required for Soapstone Beads: 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Manasa K. H. ¢ Soapstone: Basic raw material used in stone beads making. 


NID Campus, Bengaluru ; ; ; ; 
¢ Gimlet: A small T-shaped tool with a screw tip for boring holes. 


¢ Sand Paper: It is used for smoothing beads. 


¢ Small Chisels: It is used to create different shapes and sizes of beads and varieties of design patterns on beads. 
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¢ Hack Saw Blade: Its use to make beads separate from the lathe machine 
¢ Lathe Machine: It is used to make different varieties of beads. 


; ¢ Hand Operated Drilling Machine: Its used to make small sphere shaped beads. 
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Pointed wooden handed tool to make a hole. 
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Soapstone is the basic material for stone beads. 


Stone beads machine for plain beads. 
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Making Process 


Turning is a machining process typically carried out on a lathe, considered to be the oldest machine tools, and 
can be of four different types such as straight turning, taper turning, profiling or external grooving. Those types 
of turning processes can produce various shapes of materials such as straight, conical, curved, or grooved work 
piece. In general, turning uses simple single-point cutting tools. Soapstone is the basic raw material used in the 
process of making stone beads. As soapstone is soft, it is easy to carve different varieties of beads. Stone turning 
is a form of stone working that is used to create stone beads on the lathe. Many intricate shapes can be made by 
turning stone lathe machine. 


Stone beads are made using 2 methods: 
1. Lathe machine 
2. Hand operated drilling machine 


1. Lathe turning techniques: 

Before you begin, you will need to prepare the stone in to cylindrical shape. And that piece of soapstone will be 
fixed into the lathe machine. Fairly gentle touch is applied while turning, because Soapstone is soft and if more 
pressure is applied there is a possibility of breakage of stone. The rotational energy of the lathe must be ab- 
sorbed by the tool, the tool rest and your hands, or by the scraping away of the stone's surface. Too much pres- 
sure or a Slip with the scraper either stops the lathe, knocks the piece off the faceplate or breaks the stone. Once 
the bead shape is obtained it is separated with the use of hacksaw blade. 


2. Hand operated drilling machine: 

Piece of flat soapstone is placed under the drilling machine and on the top of the stone many numbers of holes 
will be made leaving a little gap between each holes and the same way stone will be reversed and a hole is made 
on backside. This way holes will be made on both the sides of the stone and by this method proper sphere shaped 
beads will be obtained. 
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When stone is 
turning, itis carved 
to get different 
shape beads 


Holes will be made 
on both the sides 
of stone by drilling 


Once the desired 
shape is obtained, 

bead is sepeared by 
cutting it of with 


By the method of 
drilling, small sphere 
shaped beads are 
obtained 
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Craftsmen adding the soapstone to lathe machine. 


Carving a stone to get a basic shape with flat tool. 


Making a hole in the middle of the stone using 
tool. 


Arranging the lathe machine to start the work. 
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Removing the stone bead from the machine usin Different varieties of stone beads. 


saw blade. 
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Crafting the beads by using stone beads machine. Arranging the beads beautifully to make a string. 
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Hand-carved beads Soapstone is used to make different size and shaped beads. Raw materials are generally imported from the Jhansi 
by district. Wide varieties of beads with multiple designs are made at Shedhal Lal beads manufacturing unit. They 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Manasa K. H. work as per the requirement of the suppliers, most often they get orders from the Banaras beads factory. They 


NID Campus, Bengaluru sell it as per beads at INR3 and the prices vary based on the designs and size. 
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Unique designs of beautiful stone beads. 
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Fancy soap stone beads for ornamenting fancy jewels. 
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5. Video A customized wooden handed flat chisel is used for stone bead making. 
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Stone Beads - Ranipur 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - ww 


Design Resource 


Soapstone Beads - Ranipur 
Hand-carved beads 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Manasa K. H. 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/soapstone-beads-ra- 
nipur/contact-details 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Making Process 

4. Products 

5. Video 

6. Contact Details 


Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral 
and Manasa K. H. at NID Campus, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Key Contacts: 

Shri. Cheddan Laal, Senior Craftsman 
Ranipur 

UP, India 

Mobile: 09829195516 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


